
  

 

United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Virginia Field Office 
6669 Short Lane 

Gloucester, VA 23061 

Date: 

Self-Certification Letter 

Project Name: 

Dear Federal Action Agency: 

Thank you for using the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) Virginia Ecological Services online 
project review process. By submitting this letter, in conjunction with your project review package to our 
office for review, you are certifying that you have completed the online project review process for the 
project named above in accordance with all instructions provided, using the best available information to 
reach your determinations. From the date of receipt, our office has 60 days (50 CFR § 402.13(c)(2)) to 
review your project package. If we do not concur with the Section 7 determination(s) provided or if we 
have any questions/concerns regarding the information provided, you will be contacted. If you are not 
contacted during the 60-day review period, this letter and your project review package complete the 
review of your project in accordance with the Endangered Species Act (16 USC 1536), as amended 
(ESA). This letter also provides information for your project review under the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190, 42 USC 4321-4347, 83 Stat. 852), as amended. A copy of this letter 
and the project review package must be submitted to this office by the Federal action agency or their 
officially designated non-federal representative (per 50 CFR 402.08) for this self-certification letter to be 
valid. This letter and the project review package will be maintained in our records. 

The ESA Section 7 Determination Table in the enclosed project review package summarizes your ESA  
analyses and determinations. These analyses resulted in a “no effect” and/or a “may affect, not likely to 
adversely affect” determination for proposed/listed species and/or proposed/designated critical habitat. 

The use of the online project review process in strict accordance with the instructions provided as 
documented in the enclosed project review package resulted in reaching the appropriate determinations. 
Therefore, we concur with the not likely to adversely affect determination(s) for proposed/listed species 
and proposed/designated critical habitat provided in the ESA Section 7 Determination Table. 

Should project plans change, surveys expire, or information on the distribution or status of 
proposed/listed species and/or proposed/designated critical habitat become available/change, this letter is 
no longer valid and you must submit an updated project package. 

VERSION 4.0 



Note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing Section 7 of the ESA, the accuracy 
of official species lists should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be completed formally or 
informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be completed by visiting the ECOS-
IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and implementation for updates to species lists 
and information. 

Information about the online project review process including instructions and use, species information, 
and other information regarding project reviews within Virginia is available on our website 
(https://www.fws.gov/office/virginia-ecological-services/virginia-field-office-online-
review-process). If you have any questions, please contact Troy Andersen of this office at (804) 728-
0695. 

Sincerely, 

Troy Andersen  
Acting Field Supervisor 
Virginia Ecological Services 

Enclosures - project review package 
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USACE FWS Species Conclusion Table 

Species/Resource 
Name 

Habitat/Species 
Presence in Action 

Area Sources of Info 
ESA Section 7 
Determination 

Project Elements that Support 
Determination 

BATS 

N/A #N/A 

OTHER FAUNA 

Monarch butterfly (Danaus 
plexippus) 

Suitable habitat not present 
USFWS IPaC Official Species List (generated 
on 6/2/2025) 

No effect 

The project area consists primarily of forested areas 
that were logged during the Summer of 2024. Based 
on the prior disturbance on the site and shading by 
the tree growth, suitable habitat is not anticipated ot 
be impacted by the project. 

FLORA 

N/A 

CRITICAL HABITAT 

N/A 

EAGLE ACT 

Eagles' Nest 
Unlikely to disturb nesting 
bald eagles 

No Eagle Act permit 
required 

Concentration Area N/A No effect 

Author: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Norfolk District 

Project Description: The applicant requests authorization to construct a compositing facility for the conversion of organic biosolids and wood waste into compost for commercial sale. The 
proposed project, known as the Synagro Compositing Facility, will include site grading, vehicle accessways and two automotive parking areas, stormwater basins, active bays, curing bays, 
and overs pile, finished pile, finished product storage areas, mulch pile, scale house, office building, biosolid building and loadout pad. The proposed development will result in permanent 
impacts to 1.90 acres of wetlands and 83 linear feet of intermittent stream. 

Species Under the Jurisdiction of FWS: 

Project Manager/Author: T. Hollingsworth 
Date: June 2, 2025 

Project Name: Synagro Central LLC Biosolids Composting Facility 
Project Number: NAO-2025-00030 (25-V0005) 
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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Virginia Ecological Services Field Office 

6669 Short Lane 
Gloucester, VA 23061-4410 

Phone: (804) 693-6694 

In Reply Refer To: 06/02/2025 19:53:24 UTC 
Project Code: 2025-0054603 
Project Name: NAO-2025-00030 (25-V0005) (Synagro) Greensville 

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 
location or may be affected by your proposed project 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). Any activity 
proposed on National Wildlife Refuge lands must undergo a 'Compatibility Determination' 
conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to discuss any questions or 
concerns. 

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list. 

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat. 



   

 

 

 

Project code: 2025-0054603 06/02/2025 19:53:24 UTC 

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12. 

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at: 

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/endangered-species-consultation-
handbook.pdf 

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to 
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional, 
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more 
information regarding these Acts, see https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-bird-permit/what-
we-do. 

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally 
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to 
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within 
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan 
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid 
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and 
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and 
recommended conservation measures, see https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/threats-birds. 

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities 
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures 
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of 
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/partner/council-conservation-
migratory-birds. 

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Project Code in the header of this 
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letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit to 
our office. 

Attachment(s): 

▪ Official Species List 
▪ USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries 
▪ Bald & Golden Eagles 
▪ Migratory Birds 

OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST 
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action". 

This species list is provided by: 

Virginia Ecological Services Field Office 
6669 Short Lane 
Gloucester, VA 23061-4410 
(804) 693-6694 
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PROJECT SUMMARY 
Project Code: 2025-0054603 
Project Name: NAO-2025-00030 (25-V0005) (Synagro) Greensville 
Project Type: Commercial Development 
Project Description: The applicant is proposing to construct a new Biosolids Composting 

Facility on a leased 50-acre site. This facility will include active bays, 
curing bays, an overs pile, a finished pile, finished product storage areas, 
a mulch pile, a scale house, an office building, a biosolids building, two 
stormwater basins, a loadout pad, paved access ways and two paved 
parking lots. The site to be developed currently consists of an open field 
in the northern portion of the site, and recent logging in the southern 
portion of the site. The development of the composting facility will 
permanently impact 0.05 acres of PEM wetlands and 1.34 acres of PFO 
wetland. The Applicant proposes to mitigate these impacts through the 
purchase of credits from an approved wetland mitigation bank. 

Project Location: 
The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@36.5544302,-77.5262832887794,14z 

Counties: Greensville County, Virginia 
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ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES 
There is a total of 1 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list. 

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species. 

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
1Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 

Department of Commerce. 

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions. 

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce. 
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INSECTS 
NAME STATUS 

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Proposed 
There is proposed critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical Threatened 
habitat. 
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743 

CRITICAL HABITATS 
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION. 

YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL 
ABOVE LISTED SPECIES. 

USFWS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE LANDS 
AND FISH HATCHERIES 
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to 
discuss any questions or concerns. 

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS OR FISH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA. 

BALD & GOLDEN EAGLES 
Bald and Golden Eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 2 and the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) 1. Any person or organization who plans or conducts 
activities that may result in impacts to Bald or Golden Eagles, or their habitats, should follow 
appropriate regulations and consider implementing appropriate avoidance and minimization 
measures, as described in the various links on this page. 

1. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940. 
2. The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918. 
3. 50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a) 

Bald and Golden Eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities 
that may result in impacts to Bald or Golden Eagles, or their nests, should follow appropriate 
regulations and implement required avoidance and minimization measures, as described in the 
various links on this page. 
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The data in this location indicates that no eagles have been observed in this area. This does not 
mean eagles are not present in your project area, especially if the area is difficult to survey. 
Please review the 'Steps to Take When No Results Are Returned' section of the Supplemental 
Information on Migratory Birds and Eagles document to determine if your project is in a poorly 
surveyed area. If it is, you may need to rely on other resources to determine if eagles may be 
present (e.g. your local FWS field office, state surveys, your own surveys). 

Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to bald or 
golden eagles, or their habitats, should follow appropriate regulations and consider implementing 
appropriate conservation measures, as described in the links below. Specifically, please review 
the ''Supplemental Information on Migratory Birds and Eagles''. 

MIGRATORY BIRDS 
The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) 1 prohibits the take (including killing, capturing, selling, 
trading, and transport) of protected migratory bird species without prior authorization by the 
Department of Interior U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service). The incidental take of migratory 
birds is the injury or death of birds that results from, but is not the purpose, of an activity. The 
Service interprets the MBTA to prohibit incidental take. 

1. The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918. 
2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940. 
3. 50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a) 

For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures 
to reduce impacts to migratory birds on your list, see the "Probability of Presence Summary" 
below to see when these birds are most likely to be present and breeding in your project area. 

NAME BREEDING SEASON 

American Kestrel Falco sparverius paulus 
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation 
Regions (BCRs) in the continental USA 
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9587 

Breeds Apr 1 to Aug 
31 

Brown-headed Nuthatch Sitta pusilla 
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation 
Regions (BCRs) in the continental USA 
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9427 

Breeds Mar 1 to Jul 
15 

Eastern Whip-poor-will Antrostomus vociferus 
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental 
USA and Alaska. 

Breeds May 1 to 
Aug 20 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10678 
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NAME BREEDING SEASON 

Prairie Warbler Setophaga discolor Breeds May 1 to Jul 
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental 31 
USA and Alaska. 
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9513 

Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus Breeds May 10 to 
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental 
USA and Alaska. 

Sep 10 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9398 

Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina Breeds May 10 to 
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental 
USA and Alaska. 

Aug 31 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9431 

PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE SUMMARY 
The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely to be 
present in your project area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your project 
activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds. Please make sure you read "Supplemental 
Information on Migratory Birds and Eagles", specifically the FAQ section titled "Proper 
Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report" before using or attempting to interpret 
this report. 

Probability of Presence ( ) 

Green bars; the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your project 
overlaps during that week of the year. 

Breeding Season ( ) 
Yellow bars; liberal estimate of the timeframe inside which the bird breeds across its entire 
range. 

Survey Effort ( ) 
Vertical black lines; the number of surveys performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) 
your project area overlaps. 

No Data ( ) 
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week. 

probability of presence  breeding season  survey effort  no data 

SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
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American Kestrel 
BCC - BCR 

Brown-headed 
Nuthatch 
BCC - BCR 

Eastern Whip-poor-
will 
BCC Rangewide 
(CON) 

Prairie Warbler 
BCC Rangewide 
(CON) 

Red-headed 
Woodpecker 
BCC Rangewide 
(CON) 

Wood Thrush 
BCC Rangewide 
(CON) 

Additional information can be found using the following links: 

▪ Eagle Management https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management 
▪ Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds https://www.fws.gov/library/ 

collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds 
▪ Nationwide avoidance and minimization measures for birds 
▪ Supplemental Information for Migratory Birds and Eagles in IPaC https://www.fws.gov/ 

media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-
project-action 
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Agency: Army Corps of Engineers 
Name: Katherine Hollingsworth 
Address: 803 Front Street 
City: Norfolk 
State: VA 
Zip: 23510 
Email katherine.t.hollingsworth@usace.army.mil 
Phone: 7572017044 
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